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PHOTOGRAPHER
   OFTHE

This month, our photographer of the month is a very talent-
ed young woman from Israel. This is Julia...

Get to Know Julia
NI: Can you please tell us a little about yourself?
JS: I’m Julia I’m 27 years old and live in Israel. I was born in 
Kazakhstan and my family came to Israel when I was 3 years 
old. I love to dance and I have always been a dancer, just as I 
have always been sensitive to arts. Ever since I was little I had 
passion for arts, aesthetics and the beauty of the dialogs that 
can be created when you express yourself through art. Follow-
ing this passion has brought me to study architecture, a form 
of art that surrounds us every day and that influences our 
lives in so many ways.

Julia’s Photography Journey
NI: When did your photography journey really start?
JS: During my service at the IDF I worked as a graphic de-
signer, which required me to work a lot with photographers. 
It was the first time that I was confronted with professional 
photographers.

NI: When did you start taking photography more seriously?
JS: The work at the army sparked my curiosity about photog-
raphy, and for the following couple of years I read and learned 
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a lot about it until Bella came into my life. Bella was my first 
professional camera and has become an essential part of my 
life ever since as I kept learning and developing my skills of 
expressing my ideas through photography.

NI: Why do you really take photos?
JS: Photography is one more tool, to expressing my point of 
view and convey my ideas and understanding of the world to 
other people. I like the power it gives me, to capture single 
moments, and keep them for eternity. These moments I can 
then modify, showing different meaning of the same situa-
tion, hence creating alternative or parallel universes and hear 
the music of the frame. 
My focus has been on the urban landscape. Due to my love 
for architecture, I like to view how the city as a living organ-
ism, shaped by the urbane structure. This structure influences 
the life of all people and consequently shapes them and their 
behavior.

NI: Do you take photos more for your own sake or for others?
JS: I’m taking photos mainly for myself as I enjoy this form 
of art, but I also find pleasure in the fact that people enjoy or 
draw inspiration from my photographs.

Let’s Talk About Gear
NI: What kind of gear do you use?
JS: Bella is a beautiful Canon 60D with a Tamron 17-50mm 
optic lens, and if required gets equipped with a Canon 
speed-lite 430E flash to brighten our day.

NI: When you travel, what do you take with you? Why?
JS: I’m traveling only with Bella as she is the only gear I have 
for now. Recently the increasing quality of cameras integrated 
in cellphones, has caused a bit of distress in our relationship, 
as I started taking many pictures with the cellphone which is 
always with me. This allows me to capture unexpected mo-
ments when they happen. As the photographer has no con-
trol over the scene, but merely observes it and tries to capture 
the beauty of the moment, timing is of fundamental impor-
tance for the photographer to puts his talent to work and 
show the world and its people as he experiences them.

NI: What is your favorite lens? Why?
JS: As I only have one lens, all I can say is that I’m happy with 
the Tamron 17-50mm lens that I use. It’s has worked nicely 
for my photos because of its wide opening.
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Inspiration Is Important Too
NI: Who’s work has influenced you most? 
JS: The Israeli photographer Ziv Koren. I liked his frames 
and his point of view in his pictures. I have been to few of his 
lectures and mostly I’m inspired from his way of processing 
his projects and his motivation to taking the frame/scene as 
he imagines it before.

NI: Who are some of your favorite classic photographers, and 
how did they influence you?
JS: The classic photographers that influence me are Robert 
Capa and Henri Cartier Bresson. They mainly influence me 
by telling their stories through the pictures. They are not 
only taking a picture, they capture a moment from a story. So 
when you look at the picture you can actually  visualize the 
story. Basically every person that looks in their picture can vi-
sualize a different  story. It makes you ponder about the story 
behind it.

This is the main reason they had influenced me, because this 
is the kind of photos that I’m taking - something that tells a 
story, freezes a moment in time.

NI: How does black and white vs color play into your work? 
Do you find them to be totally separate beasts—or comple-
mentary?
JS: When I’m taking the picture, especially when I’m coming 
from the background of architecture, I have the sensitivity for 

JS: When I started I used to work only with Photoshop 
because of the higher sensitivity and more variety of levels 
options but in the past year I started working with the Light-
room because it is more comfortable to use. 

NI: How has social media played a role in your photography?
JS: I’m not sure if social media played a role in my photog-
raphy. I mainly use my Instagram account to  share a sort of 
journal from my everyday life and it contains pictures that I 
took with my phone. 
The photos from my camera I upload only to my web site and 
to my Flickr account.

As it happened, with the posts, my Instagram account had 
helped to establish the fact and acknowledgment that I’m a 
photographer and I have an artistic way of looking the com-
position of the pictures, despite the fact that these pictures 
are not taken with my camera, and that these are not quality 
photos.

NI: When you are out shooting—how much of it is instinctual 
versus planned?
JS: It’s only instinctual because when I see something I need 
to be prepared to capture it. I’m not planning to capture a 
moment. The moment just happens and if I ready and lucky I 
can capture it.

NI: What are your thoughts on working on single images 

the game-play between the lights and the shades. When I’m 
taking pictures I always try to find compositions of the light 
and how its plays a roll in the frame.
Especially when I want to enhance it and put a focus on it so 
I will use the BW option because it’s more vivid.

NI: What do you think are some clichés in photography you 
steer away from yourself?
JS: In my opinion, each of one of the photographers are indi-
viduals, they have their own background and point of view so 
I don’t think there is something clichés or not to steer away 
from myself because every photographer express him self in a 
different way.

Let’s Talk Shop
NI: In the field, what are your most used camera settings?
JS: I use Manual setting while mostly I like to taking photos 
with f/2.8 (the max in my lens) and balancing the light.

NI: What kind of tools do you use for post processing?
JS: My goal is to keep the picture as close to the reality, natu-
rally and originally as possible, so I mainly play a little bit with 
contrast, exposure and levels. 
Especially when I’m taking photos with my camera and not 
with my phone so I keep it as originally as possible

NI: Do you prefer Photoshop or Lightroom? Or maybe some 
other software?

versus projects?
JS: It is interesting to see the way that the photographer goes 
through during the project- the development, the evolution 
and also the verity of the pictures throughout his project. 
While working on single images you can see the story behind 
each one of the pictures but they will not be calibrated. Its 
individual and it depends on the theme and the project.

NI: What is the one thing you wish you knew when you start-
ed taking photos?
JS: The mainly one of the thing I wish I knew is to handle  
the technical side of the camera so when I want to reach the 
full potential of the picture that I’m taking, I will be able to 
use all the functions that the camera has to offer me. And 
since I didn’t study it professionally, I keep discovering it on 
the way when I’m using the help of my friends to find out the 
additional options.

NI: Among your works, which one is your favorite? Why?
JS: It’s a hard question to answer so I would say that it was 
probably the picture that was exhibited in the Street art pho-
tography exhibition in Jaffa. I called this picture “Working 9 
to 5”. This picture I took in Milan during the design week - 
Salone de mobile. This photo shows the busy afternoon hours 
in the metro. My point of view that shows in that photo is 
that I capture it from the metal ceiling of the metro. It was 
interesting to see the wondering faces of the people that saw 
this picture and didn’t understand how I captured it.
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Submit here ->

Are you going to be our next Photographer of the Month? 
Submit your short bio and we’ll contact you.

NI: What projects/ideas you have going on 
now?
JS: Now I’m working on “the Yellow Sec-
tion” section. The inspiration of this project 
was from the movies of the director Wes 
Anderson. I keep finding the yellow color in 
a variety of situations whether its artificial 
light, natural light, other objects surround-
ing, or when it’s a good composition of the 
color in the frame. I believe the yellow color 
adds a good energy to the picture.
Also I’m working on a project of the archi-
tecture school where I’m studying. {Ariel 
University, Israel}
I’m documenting the student’s life as an 
architect to be.

NI: How do you educate yourself to take 
better pictures?
JS: Mostly I like to go to lectures of photog-
raphers and exhibitions of photography. 
Also I like to read blogs of photographers 
and to be inspired by the work of others 
through Pinterest or Instagram.

Tips For Our Readers
NI: What are your thoughts and feelings 
about shooting individually (versus shooting 
with a friend or small group of friends)?
JS: I mainly like taking pictures when I 
am alone or sometimes with a one of my 
friends who are photographers or with my 
boyfriend, But not with a group because I 
like to go on my own. The reason for this is 
that when I’m taking pictures I like to take 
the time to explore the moment I wish to 
capture, and if I’m with a group of friends I 
don’t want for them to stay behind because 
of me and I so I lack the time I need to cap-
ture what I see.

NI: What are some other tips/advice you 
would give to yourself if you started photog-
raphy all over again?
JS: Always develop myself of learning and 
maybe to take some professional technical 
course so this won’t be my struggle and I 
will have more options to use once I started.

NI: What do you want your viewers to take 
away from your work?
JS: Since I mainly take pictures of the hu-
man life,  I want the viewers also to take the 
sensitivity and the fact there is a story be-
hind my works. I have when I look through 

my camera.
NI: What is one question nobody has ever asked you—that you wish they did?
JS: Maybe if I can plan urbane spaces or architecture through the frames that I 
would like to capture. I like to challenge myself so the answer will be yes.

Website: www.jshlomenzon.wix.com/julia-shlomenzon
Instagram: julia_shlomenzon
Facebook: Julia Shlomenzon
Flickr: Julia Shlomenzon


